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Introduction: Society tells
you; you should have it all by
the time you're twenty-six

or twenty-seven. The ideal
spouse, a steady job, A car
parked outside a house. This
timeline emerges from the
movies we watch, the shows
we binge-watch, and the
images that are continuously
shown to us; it is not
documented in any textbook.
We frequently witness a silly
adolescent in one scene
abruptly change into a well-
adjusted adult with everything
worked out a few years later.
However, life is not a film. We
are frequently reminded that
these depictions are illusions
when we exit the theater or
switch off the TV. The same
celebrities who portray
‘perfect lives' on screen
publish stories the following
day for their own failures and
difficulties. A straightforward
truth is revealed by this
contradiction: No clock can
define the pace of your life.
the lifeline of millions to
becoming the epicenter of
ecological collapse.

The Myth of Society's
Timeline: The notion that

we need to accomplish
specific goals by a specific
age is a burdensome label
that society places on us.

It persuades us that we are
somehow 'behind’ if we

are 'late." However, anyone
who has experienced life
knows that this is untrue. By
the age of 20, some people
achieve stability, success,
and clarity. At fifty, others find
their calling. Both are equally
legitimate.

Examples of Late Bloomers:

Examples of people who
achieved success ‘late’
abound in history. Dhirubhai
Ambani started his career
as a petrol pump attendant
and only much later laid

the foundation of Reliance,
which went on to become
one of India's largest
business empires. Verghese
Kurien, known as the Father
of the White Revolution in
India, brought about the
dairy revolution in his 40s,
transforming the lives of
millions of farmers. Closer
to our own surroundings, we
can all think of individuals
who began modestly,
stumbled along the way, and
only later discovered their
true passion and stability.

If they had given up simply
because society told them it
was 'too late,' none of these
journeys would have been
possible.

Impact of Rigid Deadlines:
In addition to limiting our
ability to grow, assigning
rigid deadlines to life also
causes needless stress.
These labels give the
impression that value is
determined by deadlines,
but resilience, effort, and
authenticity are the true
indicators of worth. We all

bloom at different times, and
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there is no universal clock
ticking over our shoulders.

Relevance for Students:
This message is particularly
relevant to students. When
you observe your peers'
landing jobs, getting
married, or seeming to have
their lives together, you
might feel under pressure.
By displaying highlight
reels rather than actual
struggles, social media
only serves to amplify this
illusion. However, keep

in mind that your journey
should not resemble theirs.
Your journey may be more
convoluted and take longer,
but that doesn't lessen its
significance.

Message to Students:

| want to convey to the
students who are reading
this that it is acceptable to

be 'late’ by social standards.

You are not competing with

the journeys of others, nor is
your life a race. After years
of research, failure, and
rediscovery, some of the
greatest leaders, innovators,
and thinkers came to their
breakthroughs much later

in life. It didn't matter when
they ‘arrived,” what mattered
was that they kept going.

Conclusion:

Therefore, let's stop
using arbitrary timelines
to evaluate ourselves or
others. Let's put society's
labels aside and accept
each person's life as it
develops.

Because the truth is: late
bloomers still bloom, and
every season has its beauty.

“Life has no
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late bloomers
still bloom,

and every
journey unfolds
beautifully at
its own pace.”



Cloudburst in Dehradun:
A Wake-Up Call for Climate Resilience
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The Incident in Dehradun: The sudden
cloudburst in Dehradun unleashed
intense rainfall that quickly turned into
flash floods and triggered landslides
across several parts of the city.
Essential services like transport, power
supply, and communication were badly
affected, while rescue teams from the
SDRF and NDRF worked tirelessly to
evacuate stranded families.

Impact of floods on roads and
Highways in the Dehradun region:
Dehradun—Mussoorie Road: Blocked
at multiple points due to massive
landslides.

Dehradun—Paonta Highway: A section
near Nanda ki Chowki was washed
away, forcing traffic diversions through
Panditwadi—Rangadwala Tiraha and
Singhniwala Tiraha.

Sahastradhara Road: Flooding swept
away vehicles, damaged hotels, and
washed away a 100-meter road stretch
in Maldevta.

Other Local Areas: Landslides near the
Tapkeshwar Mahadev temple created
additional risks.

Why Cloudbursts Happen:

Cloudbursts are not random; they
occur when moisture-heavy clouds
collide with mountain slopes, forcing
rapid cooling and sudden rainfall over
a very small area. The geography

of Uttarakhand makes regions like
Dehradun naturally prone to such
events.

However, scientists have been warning
that climate change, deforestation,
and unregulated construction are
amplifying the frequency and severity of
these disasters. In other words, human
activities are worsening what nature
already makes possible.

Impact on People and the Environment:
The tragedy was not limited to material
loss. Many families lost loved ones,
while others suffered injuries or saw
their livelihoods washed away in the
floods. Agricultural fields, livestock,
and local businesses were badly

hit, pushing affected communities

into economic distress. For a fast-
growing city like Dehradun, this

event highlighted just how fragile its
ecosystem truly is.

Response on the Ground:

Authorities acted quickly with rescue
operations, temporary shelters, and
medical camps.

Local volunteers and NGOs also came

forward with food, water, and clothing.
Despite these efforts, the incident
revealed shortcomings in disaster
preparedness—particularly in early
warning systems and infrastructure
resilience. While emergency actions
saved lives, the disaster showed that
more long-term planning is necessary
to prevent such large-scale suffering in
the future.

The Way Forward:

Preparing for future cloudbursts
requires a holistic approach. Better
forecasting technology and real-time
warning systems can give residents
precious time to react. Urban planning
must focus on stronger drainage
networks, stricter building rules in
sensitive areas, and sustainable land
management.

Large-scale afforestation, revival of
natural waterways, and awareness
campaigns can all play a role in
reducing risks. Most importantly,
communities must be trained and
empowered to respond effectively when
disaster strikes.

Conclusion:

The cloudburst in Dehradun is not

just a weather event—it is a warning.

It reminds us of the delicate balance
between development and the
environment, a balance that is tipping
dangerously due to climate change and
careless urbanization. If lessons are
taken seriously, Dehradun's tragedy
can become a turning point for stronger
climate resilience across the region.
The choice is ours: to act today and
secure lives and livelihoods, or to ignore
the warning signs and face even greater
losses tomorrow.

Dehradun Gloudburst:

A stark warning on
climate change, fragile
ecosystems, and urgent
disaster preparedness.
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POETIC

Graphic Era: Where
Hills, Heritage, and
Hope Meet

Lying in the lap of hills and mountains all
around

For animals, birds and flowers it’s a beautiful
playground

From Paltan bazaar to big multiple malls
This place has even got serene waterfalls
From a cave where robbers hide

To Rashtrapati Tapovan holding city’s pride

From hiking secret trails to savoring local
flavors

Rishikesh and Mussoorie are Dehradun’s
immediate neighbors

Then comes Graphic Era residing in Clement
Town

The pride of the place rests above it like a
shining crown

Here students are welcomed from across the
globe

Coz here they get a chance to learn, shine and
probe

So, let’s treasure Dehradun’s priceless heritage

To gift it countless years of shining mileage

Ishita Vashistha
B.Tech Biotechnology (Vth Semester)
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Perfume is the
Bravest Memory

Columns and columns and rows of roses,
and tall sand palaces in the air that poses.
The mounted pink sun shines everywhere,
I have looked at love for so long that way.
But now all has been run down to flames,
when all is done, no one shows the shame.
If I could, I look at my past all the times,
to know the answers to unknown signs.
Each old friend, now they act strange,
they say no and tell me I have changed.

I cannot thus offer all of you to stay,

but leave your fragrance behind to lay.
For perfume is the mightiest memory,

no vision or sound can break the energy.
Of tears and the fears, I have of breaking,
each time your name comes to waking.

I can just smell all the scents that comes,
and remember what this hour has become.
Forests dense, the rain that does shower,
the aroma of past left behind brings sour.
So, I hold this souvenir bittersweet,

until the day comes when we meet.

Of people, of love, and of the voices,
fragrant beauty of my life choices.

But so many things I could’ve done,

I have looked at life from that turn

Devang Saklani
B.Tech CSE 5th Sem
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Life Imitates Nature

And after the rain has ceased,

I see the mountains glistening, more cleansed.
Almost greener.

This stirs my thoughts,

Like every movement of the nature does.

I have seen the clouds isolate themselves,

And the birds migrate.

I have gone miles in search of the pot of gold
at the end of every rainbow.

I have covered my ears during every thunder-
storm.

I do not know who is imitating whom.

I have moved from one place to another after
the season change.

I have spurned every attempt of everyone to
depart me from my comfort.

I have experienced catharsis after every
catastrophe.

I do not know if I can burnish like the moun-
tains.

Or isolate like the clouds.
The birds seem to fly higher than me.

But I still venture into the sky.

Sanjana Pandey

Humanity: A Paradox

Humans are the source of all sin
Yet humans are the epitome of kindness

Humans whose wrath can destroy this very
land

Yet humans are the ones whose benovolence
can light the world

Humans whose anger can break the heavens
and hells apart

Yet humans are the ones who light and
magnificence can heal all lifeforms

Humans have the nature of a devil

Yet humans have the nature of an angel
Humans are the symbols of sin and virtue
Humans are both good and evil

Humans are two faced yet the most genuine
creatures

Humans are incomprehensible and
unpredictable

Yet humans are most vulnerable and beautiful
creatures

Vaibhavi
BA Psychology
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